
A Novel, Completely Head-Based 
Neurotechnology to Treat Chronic 
Migraine: Surgical Technique and 

Considerations



RELIEV-CM 

• First-in-human study of novel head 
located implantable neurostimulator for 
Chronic Migraine

• Multi-center, single-arm, open-label 
study

• Measuring reduction in mean monthly 
headache days



RELIEV-CM 
• 11 females

• Mean age of 42 years

• 19 headache days/month

• Refractory to all therapies including Botox and a CGRP

• Headache history of 20 years



RELIEV-CM 

• Occiput region of head

• Superior to nuchal ridge

• Below galea on top of periosteum

• No leads traversing the neck

• Two-stage bilateral implant



RELIEV-CM

Leads not 
visible on 
forehead*

Implant not visible 
with hair 
regrowth*

• Minimally invasive procedure

• No cosmetic impact to patient

• Charge system once per week

*photos taken at 14-weeks post implant



RELIEV-CM

• 11.7 headache day reduction @ 
12-weeks

• 87% of patients reported %50 
headache day reduction

• Improved quality of life



RELIEV-CM

• Minimally invasive procedure
• No leads traversing the neck
• 11.7 headache day reduction @ 

12-weeks
• 87% of patients reported %50 

headache day reduction

• No lead fracture or migrations @ 
12-months

• No cosmetic impact to patient
• 2 wound complications @ 12-

months
• Improved quality of life
• No unanticipated adverse events
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